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SAC: 12 Participating Nations
 ■ NATO Allies 
Bulgaria, Estonia, Hungary, Lithuania,  
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, 
Slovenia and the United States

 ■ NATO Partners 
Finland and Sweden

Strategic Airlift 
Transport of equipment and personnel  
by air over long distances  
(e.g. from one continent to another).

Airlift Management Programme
The Airlift Management Programme is a multinational programme established within the NATO Support Organisation 
with a view to meeting the requirements of the nations contributing to the Airlift Management Programme as 
described in the SAC Memorandum of Understanding which entered into effect on 23 September 2008. 

More specifically, the Airlift Management Programme acquires, manages and supports the airlift assets (currently 
three Boeing C-17 Globemaster IIIs) that nations can call upon to fulfill their national, NATO, EU and UN 
commitments. It provides financial, logistics, and administrative services in support of the Heavy Airlift Wing, a 
multinational military unit located in Hungary and responsible for operating the Airlift Management Programme-
owned aircraft used to meet the requirements of the participating nations in accordance with a pre-agreed 
allocation of flying hours.

Mr Gunnar Borch,  
Programme Manager 
Airlift Management Programme

Strategic Airlift Capability
The Strategic Airlift Capability (SAC) Program was a new concept for NATO when initiated a few years ago. 
Significant effort and dedication from many individuals and organizations, working collaboratively 
within and outside of NATO, have enabled the SAC Program’s  remarkable first 
achievements. These successes include an unprecedented rapid start-up of 
a major weapons system capability, and an aircraft 
operational availability performance that is quite 
literally ‘world best’.
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Heavy Airlift Wing
Based at Pápa Air Base, Hungary, with less than 140 staff, the Wing operates the aircraft in response to the SAC 
participating nations’ requests for missions, and in accordance with a pre-agreed distribution of the available flying 
hours among parties. 

Since the delivery of the first aircraft in July 2009, the Wing has flown over 7000 hours, delivered more than 
40,000 tons of cargo and moved over 23,000 passengers for the SAC participating nations over 6 continents, 
including missions to Haiti, Afghanistan, Pakistan, South Africa and Europe.

 

Both SAC Memorandum of Understanding and NSPO Charter stipulate the capacity and, indeed, 
the goal of the SAC Program to grow over time and accept additional participants. Membership in  
the Airlift Management Programme is therefore open to all NATO Member States subject to unanimous 
vote and fulfilment of the terms agreed by the existing SAC participating nations. Partner countries are also 
permitted to participate, under the terms of an Agreement to be approved by the North Atlantic Council. 

The financial contribution of each acceding member will be subject to consideration and negotiation 
between the current participants and the candidate and will involve an appropriate share of the acquisition 
and investment costs. Moreover, it is the intent of the existing members that new participants shall join the 
initiative with an annual commitment of minimum 45 Flight Hours. The Airlift Management Programme is 
open to new members joining for any period of time endorsed by the programme’s governing bodies.
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