
NSPA Communication and Information Systems Support Programme manages 

Maintenance Solution for ISAF’s Explosive Detection Capability (EDC)  

These systems allow persons, luggage and vehicles to be checked.  

The EDC portal scanners deployed at ISAF HQ are used to inspect trucks and cargo for 

threats, using X-ray based backscatter imaging from three sides simultaneously, 

highlighting organic threats and contraband such as explosives, plastic weapons and 

drugs. 

More information at Z Portal for trucks & cargo:  

The person and luggage scanners combine three technologies for a more complete and 

accurate threat detection: 

- The backscatter technology screens people for all types of threats, such as 

weapons, plastic and liquid explosives, as well as other IED components like wires 

and detonators, revealing the shape, size and location of those threats. 

- A dual-energy technology, combining transmission and backscatter X-rays, inspects 

parcels for a full range of threats, including weapons, explosives and narcotics. 

- A radiation portal monitor warns of the presence of radioactive materials. 

 

 

More information at Integrated Personnel Screening Module (IPSM):  

The EDC scanner systems at ISAF HQ have been managed by NSPA Communication 

and Information Systems Support Programme (LR) since 1st April 2012 and, in May, 

several areas were identified where maintenance required improvement. From 26th 

September to 10th October a NSPA-LR technical officer visited ISAF HQ, together with the 

contractor’s field service program manager for NATO, to audit the quality of the services. 

The ISAF HQ Base Support Commander had requested a technical evaluation of all 

systems to produce advice on the best way to support maintenance for the 24/7 scanner 

operations. 

The on-site visit resulted in a better understanding between ISAF HQ Base Support Group 

(BSG), NSPA and the contractor – American Science & Engineering (AS&E) – on the 

operation of the sophisticated scanners and the maintenance services required. At the end 

http://www.as-e.com/products-solutions/cargo-vehicle-inspection/drive-through/product/z-portal-for-trucks-cargo
http://www.as-e.com/products-solutions/personnel-screening/relocatable-checkpoint/product/ipsm


of the visit, several additional measures were defined to further improve scanner 

operations versus scanner maintenance. 

The NSPA Senior Representative to ISAF HQ stated that “more progress has been made 

in just the few days the LR representative has been on the ground than before”. 

To learn more please do not hesitate to contact the Communication and Information 

Systems Support Programme at:  lr@nspa.nato.int 
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